Cloning and developmental expression of a zebrafish meis2 homeobox gene.
We show here that a zebrafish meis2 gene homolog has a dynamic expression pattern in the developing mesoderm and central nervous system. Meis family homeodomain proteins are known to act as cofactors with other homeodomain proteins. We find expression of meis2.1 in the developing zebrafish hindbrain and somites, correlating with reported sites of zebrafish hox gene expression, as well as in presumptive cerebellum, midbrain, retina and ventral forebrain. The expression pattern shares some, but not all, features with that of murine Meis2.